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sense, could have failed to avoid. Gen. Jackson was in Congress
during the first term of Washington's Presidency when the germs of
the political creed which has been, in its leading features, in sue-
cession, that of the old republican the anti-federal and democratic
parties, were first planted in the public mind, and he had imbibed,
to an extent heretofore stated an abiding sense of the justice and wis-
doin of its doctrines. I have heretofore also remarked that, whilst
its vital and fundamental principles were never obscured or shaken
in his mind or heart, he had doubtless lost, in some degree, during
a long military service and consequent withdrawal from and indif-
f erence to party contests, his familiarity with the history of some of
its particular tenets and the perception of their constant application
and importance. How far the character of the Government, other-
wise plainly defined, had been affected by the declarations of the pre
amble which had been affixed to the Constitution was one of the
vexed questions between the old republican and federal parties of
that period. The different effect of the adoption of the one or of
the other interpretation has been elsewhere described. The doctrine
of the democratic party in that regard, which is identical with that
zealously insisted on by the early republicans, was supposed to have
been ignored in the construction of the Proclamation and the ancient
federal dogma to have been recognised in its place and the- FaneutI
Hall meeting, called to consider and express an opinion upon that
State Paper, seemed determined that nothing in respect to the
grounds of its action should be left to inference. Its resolutions,
offered by his friend Col. Perkins but bearing unmistakably the im
press of Mr. Webster's mind, and doubtless dictated if not written
by him, gave special prominence to the rival definitions which had
been so long the subject of dispute between the two great parties of
the Country, claimed to find the federal doctrine asserted in the
Proclamation and adopted by the President and, with that under
standing of the scope and spirit of that document, expressed the
warmest approval of them and pledged them the support of the.
meeting.	"
The apprehension that the Proclamation was in truth obnoxious to such construction, strengthened by these proceedings, cost the President many friends, particularly in the Southern States. John Randolph seized the opportunity and, taking advantage of the fact that Col. Perkins, who offered the resolutions and Harrison G. Otis, who advocated them in an able speech, — two gentlemen of as high personal honor and probity as any of whom the Country could boast— had composed a majority of the Commission sent by the Hartford Convention to the Seat of Government, and were met on their way thither, denounced the President, as I have elsewlierc do-

